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Emperor, but there are already great differences be-
tween the bureaucratic despotism of "Western Russia
and the military autocracy which presides over the
East; and, whenever the crisis comes through which
Russian institutions seem doomed to pass, the differ-
ence between the eastern and western systems of
Russian Government cannot fail to be accentuated.
But the United States of America, from the Atlantic
to the Pacific, from the Canadian lakes to the Mexican
border, appear destined to remain for an indefinite
time under the same political institutions ; and there
is no evidence that these will not continue to belong
to the popular type. Of these institutions, the most
important part is defined by the Federal Constitution.
The relative importance, indeed, of the Government
of the United States and of the State Governments
did not always appear to be as clearly settled as it
appears at the present moment. There was a time
at which the authority of the several States might be
thought to be gaining at the expense of the authority
of the United States ; but the War of Secession re-
versed this tendency, and the Federation is slowly but
decid/edly gaining at the cost of the States. Thus,
the life and fortunes of the most multitudinous and
homogeneous population in the world will, on the
whole and in the main, be shaped by the Constitution
of tbie United States.
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